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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS COMMENTS ON ITS RELATIONS 
WITH CUBA 

1 . ON MARCH 8 THE PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS (ICRC), ALEXANDRE HAY, MET WITH 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY BUSHNELL. THE PORTION OF THEIR 
CONVERSATION DEALING WITH CUBA WAS AS FOLLOWS: 

2. AFTER SIXTEEN YEARS OF PRACTICALLY NO CONTACT, ICRC NOW 
SEES HOPE OF REESTABLISHING A FRUITFUL RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT. THIS HOPE IS BASED ON THESE SMALL 
SIGNS: (A) CUBAN PERSONNEL ARE NOW RECEIVING TRAINING 

BY ICRC, (B) ICRC IS REGULARLY VISITING THREE CUBAN 
PRISONERS IN SOUTH AFRICA AND IS TRANSMITTING REPORTS ON 
THE.SAME TO HAVANA BOTH VIA ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT AND VIA 
ICRC HEADQUARTERS IN GENEVA, AND (C) LAST YEAR ICRC 
REPRESENTATIVE WAS UNABLE TO DISCUSS INTERNAL MATTERS WITH 
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CUBAN OFFICIALS IN HAVANA BUT TWO WEEKS AGO ICRC RE- 
PRESENTATIVE ON ANOTHER VISIT FOUND THIS WAS NO LONGER 
THE CASE. HAY ADDED ICRC MAY ALSO BE ABLE TO RENDER 
ASSISTANCE TO CUBAN CASUALTIES AND PRISONERS IN THE HORN 
OF AFRICA, AND THIS MAY CONRIBUTE TO GREATER COOPERATION. 

3. ICRC HAS STRONG INTEREST IN TRYING TO VISIT PRISONERS 
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IN CUBA, HAY CONTINUED. AN ADDED REASON FOR WANTING TO 
DO SO IS THAT ICRC IS OFTEN ACCUSED OF BEING LEFTIST OR 
COMMUNIST AS A RESULT OF BEING ABLE TO VISIT PRISONERS 
OF RIGHTIST REGIMES MORE THAN THOSE OF LEFTIST GOVERN- 
MENTS. 

4. BUSHNELL RAISED POSSIBILITY OF ICRC UNDERTAKING 
VISITS AND EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF OTHER NON-CUBAN PRISONERS 
IN ADDITION TO AMERICANS. SUCH AS HAITIANS, DOMINICANS, 

AND JAMAICANS. HAY WAS UNAWARE OF THESE PRISONERS BUT 
AGREED TO EXPLORE MATTER. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGS, VOLUNTARY AGENCIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE063335 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: ADBOWEN:YT 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 10-0974 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780378/aaaacogv.tel 

Line Count: 73 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 4cc218c9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3359906 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS COMMENTS ON ITS RELATIONS WITH CUBA 
TAGS: CASC, SHUM, SREF, PORG, CU, IRC 
To: HAVANA GENEVA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4cc218c9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



